BEYOND MONOPOLY!    WHERE TO BUY MODERN GAMES
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Now we’ve convinced you that playing modern board games is a fun, socially involving pastime, you will want buy these games. But where do we get them? Beyond Monopoly! members regularly buy games together from various sources, so coming to the club often is one good way to get advice and reduce your costs.

Here’s our guide to your best options:

Friendly Local Game Store - This is your easiest option. Most larger towns have a hobby store that will stock a reasonable selection of modern games, often alongside other items for sale. In York (and Leeds), the best place we know of is ‘Travelling Man’. (The York store is on Goodramgate, the Leeds store was on the top floor of the Corn Exchange).

· You can browse the games – check out the box illustrations to see the components, readily see prices, min/max number of players, minimum age range, complexity etc.

· Usually have a lot of games in stock.

· You can often ask the staff for advice on a particular game, or for recommendations.

· You can buy it then and there, take it home and play it straight away!

· You’ll be helping a local business.

· But it can be more expensive than the list price offered by internet game shops (although shipping costs can easily offset that as below).

· May not currently have a copy of the particular game you’re after (although they’ll probably be able to get it in for you in a week or so if they’re out of stock).

UK Internet Seller - There are several specialized Internet games stores in the UK. Their list prices will often undercut a local store, but when you add in shipping costs, this advantage may well disappear. Examples include Infinity Games, Games Web, Leisure Games, Spirit Games, The Games Store, Green Knight Games, Shire Games and Games Lore. If you are buying a lot of games at once, then www.boardgameclub.co.uk is a good source. They only charge £5 for delivery, but the minimum order is £50.

· They often carry larger stocks than local shops.

· Have cheaper prices (but watch the shipping).

· Internet sites open 24 hours a day.

· No personal touch – can’t discuss the game with staff, or browse a selection on a shelf.

· Delivery charges push costs up.

· Delivery will take a little time.

· If you’re not in when it comes, picking the game up might require a trip to a delivery office (of either the Post Office or a logistics firm like DHL).

· There's the chance of loss or damage in transit.

US Internet Seller - Pros and cons are very much as per the UK Internet Sellers, with extended shipping times, even cheaper list prices but at times prohibitive shipping costs. Plus, you could get hit with UK customs charges or VAT, adding an extra 20% to your costs. But it can make sense if you want to buy a lot of games at once as the shipping cost per item then drops. They can offer some specialized games (often US produced wargames) that are difficult to source in the UK. Examples: Thought Hammer, Funagain Games, Boulder Games.

German Internet Seller - Again, similar to UK internet retailers with the following additional pros & cons:

· Often the cheapest games prices going (the Germans take their fun seriously). List prices are cheaper and the Euro is 30% cheaper than the Pound.

· They often have bargains and end-of-line sales, sometimes with fantastic savings.

· Shipping from Germany cheaper than shipping from US. Usually it's 10% or less of the total price.

· They can offer some games not available in US/UK editions.

· Some German sellers do offer US editions (Milan Spiele has an 'English game' listing.

· Some of the sites are German-language only. With a bit of care and access to a language translation site such as Babelfish you can get by if you’re used to internet buying, but it’s still a time consuming process. Most German sellers have very good English and you can do your ordering through email if you know what items you want.

But, a big issue is language dependency in the game itself. Whilst many German publishers are doing International editions of the games with several languages including English, a German seller will have the 'home' edition with German text. But don't worry. Nearly all German games are designed to be language free. You can play most games easily after printing the English rules off the internet. You can get these from the publisher's websites, or from www.boardgamegeek.com.

But a few games do have text that is key to the game (on Action Cards in particular) and this can make it unplayable for non-German speakers. Unofficial translations can have rules errors too. So it's wise to do your research before buying (ask Beyond Monopoly!, we're experts).

Good German sellers include Milan Spiele and Adam Spielt, both of which work in English.

BoardGameGeek - BGG is the main web site for modern gamers (www.boardgamegeek.com). As well as lots of game reviews, articles, photos, user ratings etc., it also lists games for sale, new or secondhand. A lot of the games will be on sale in the US or Europe so again it’s worth working out the postage, but it’s probably the best way of getting older out-of-print titles should you have one in mind that you want.

eBay - eBay is a good source of older out-of-print games, although UK sellers tend to not care much about condition or packaging. Buying from German eBay is for the experienced, but is a great source of bargains and collectors items.

Game prices - Typical costs (based on a Friendly Local Game Store):

· £5-£15: small box card games (e.g. Guillotine, Iliade)

· £15-£25: medium size boardgame (e.g. Through the Desert, Villa Paletti)

· £25-£35: large boardgames, often with a lot of pieces (e.g. Memoir ’44, Shogun)

· £35-£45: large boardgames with high production values (lots of specialized pieces, large board, a card deck or three). There aren’t too many games in this category, but recent examples include War of The Ring and Battle Lore.

Lastly, remember to trawl your local charity shops. You will find the odd gem amongst the junk, especially classic Waddingtons games.

*****

Beyond Monopoly!, York's friendliest boardgame club meets on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays every month from 10am to 6pm at the Railway Institute, Queen Street, York (just near the station). Come and go as you like and your first visit is free. Entry is £3 adults, £2 concessions, £1 kids 8-12 years. BM! Is a club for adults and families, so children must be accompanied. Contact bmyork@gmail.com or visit www.bmyork.pbwiki.com for more details. Remember, your first visit is FREE!

